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BACKGROUND:  The purpose of children advocacy centers is to reduce trauma to abused children and non-offending family members.  The Youth Advocacy Center of Lewis County (YAC) is working towards providing a formal comprehensive, coordinated, and multidisciplinary approach to respond to child abuse allegations, particularly sexual abuse, in a neutral environment designed to meet the needs of child victims and their families.  Currently the system is fragmented where identified victims may be interviewed for investigation and prosecuting purposes, but unable to receive crisis therapy.  Our research shows trauma from abuse doesn’t end by going to court; counseling and therapy services are needed but not available to Lewis County children at the advocacy center located in Thurston County.  This project intends to bridge the gap of providing Lewis County victims access to crisis therapy services through a local provider where fees can later be transitioned to Crime Victim’s Compensation funds.  Children’s Administration reports up to 90% of Lewis County victims use medical coupons that have a cap on fees and an inability to provide a continuity of post-vention strategies necessary to support the victims and families to safety and mental well-being.  

CURRENT NEED:  This Request for Qualifications (RFQ) is specific to identifying licensed mental health clinicians, with expertise in child sexual abuse, to provide mental health services to the abused child and non-offending family members during that critical time frame between the offense and when standard mental health care is attainable and funded. Time-limited brief crisis counseling for about 20 youth and their families will be provided.  The YAC encourages mental health clinicians from rural areas of Lewis County to submit an application, due to the lack of resources for youth and their families in the southern and eastern parts of Lewis County.

SCOPE OF WORK:  The Youth Advocacy Center of Lewis County crisis mental health counseling, funded by a $13,000 grant from The United Way, shall be provided by qualified local mental health providers. Contractors will be reimbursed $75.00 per hour for each contact hour, with a limit of 8 contact hours per youth/family. 

A.  Mandatory Requirements
a. Contractor must be a mental health professional, with a current LMFT, LMHC, or LICSW license issued by the State of Washington, demonstrating 2 years of recent post-graduate experience working with child victims of sexual abuse.
b. Contractor must follow Washington State mandatory reporting laws and will be required to comply with applicable confidentiality rules, regulations and guidelines enacted, promulgated, adopted and/or approved by their respective licensing organization(s).
c. Contractor must maintain clinical records for clients referred by YAC in accordance with applicable federal and state law and will also complete a contact form and brief note for the YAC client files.  
d. Contractor must complete the 23-hour Therapist Core Training in satisfaction of the Office of Crime Victims Advocacy requirements, plus 6 hours of ongoing training annually via the Washington Coalition of Sexual Assault Programs (WCSAP); and provide YAC with proof of completion.
e. Contractor must maintain current and provide proof of professional licenses in good standing as well as current professional liability insurance(s) providing coverage of at least $1,000,000.
f. Contractor will provide billing, performance outcome reporting, and fiscal reporting in the forms and in accordance with the schedules set by YAC staff.  Billing will be submitted the end of each month, no later than the 5th day of the following month, and by June 25th for the end of the fiscal year reporting.
g. Contractor and staff working with clients referred by YAC must satisfactorily complete background checks mandated by YAC.  

QUALIFICATION RESPONSE:  Please send a copy of a current resume, including contact information, a copy of current Washington State Licensure, proof of current insurance, identification of staff persons (if any) intended to work with persons referred by YAC and their current licensure (if any), and a narrative description of Contractor’s and staff persons’ experience in working with child and youth victims of abuse to:

Carolyn Price, LICSW
Mental Health Liaison
Lewis County Public Health and Social Services
360 NW North St.
Chehalis, WA. 98532

DUE DATE: December 21, 2011
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