	
[image: image2.png]



	Lewis County Public Health & Social Services
News Release


For immediate release:  June 14, 2011





    


Contact: Susan Caldwell



Marie Tucker, MPH, RD, CD


  
  Public Health and Social Services

Health Educator

  Phone: 360-740-1223


360-740-1234
Food worker class/card available online
Chehalis, WA – Lewis County Public Health and Social Services now offers the option of getting a food worker card online, as well as in person. This online class is made available by the Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department and allows people to participate in training, take a test, pay using a credit or debit card, and then print their card directly from their printer.

Food workers are required by the state to take a test showing basic knowledge about food safety.  This knowledge helps them provide safe food to customers at restaurants, catered events, fundraisers (private or public setting), temporary events, and many other venues.  “This class provides an additional option for food workers to get the education they need to prevent foodborne illness in our community.  Because it can be taken at any time, it serves as a convenient alternative for workers who find it difficult to attend the scheduled classes,” said Danette York, Director of Lewis County Public Health and Social Services.

Getting a food worker card online takes about 60 minutes, while getting one in person takes about 90 minutes. To remain certified as a Food Worker, an individual needs to re-take the test every two years.   The online class is available in English, Spanish, Korean, Vietnamese, Cambodian, Mandarin, Cantonese, Russian and closed caption. The WSU extension office will continue to offer classes Tuesdays at 9:00 am, Thursdays at 3:00 pm, and the first Wednesday of every month at 7:00 pm.  The cost of the training, test, and card is $10.00, whether it is obtained online or in person.  
To take the class and obtain a food worker card, visit: https://www.foodworkercardwa.gov.
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