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Public Health warns local restaurants about telephone scam
Chehalis, WA – Operators of some restaurants in Lewis County have received deceptive telephone calls from a person falsely claiming to represent Lewis County Public Health & Social Services. The Food Safety Division of Lewis County Public Health & Social Services is responsible for conducting food safety inspections at local food establishments in the county. Though the scam has been reported across the nation for several months, it only recently was reported by a food business operator in Lewis County.

"Lewis County Public Health & Social Services has worked closely with restaurants to ensure that food is safe.  We want to warn our local restaurants about this scam which has been happening nationwide since last summer," said Director Danette York. "Our food inspectors are professional and thorough.  They do not ask for personal information nor do they call in advance of inspections."

Owners of food establishments who receive a call asking for personal information should consider the call a scam and not follow the directions the caller gives them. Fraudulent telephone calls should also be reported to the Federal Trade Commission: 1-877-382-4357, or visit: http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/edu/microsites/phonefraud/index.shtml 
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