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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Washington Fish and Wildlife Office
510 Desmond Dr. SE, Suite 102
Lacey, Washington 98503

AUG 13 200

Phillip Rupp

Principal Planner — Environmental Review Officer
Lewis County Community Development

2025 NE Kresky Ave

Chehalis, Washington 98532-2626

Dear Mr. Rupp:

We are commenting in reference to the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the
Everpower Coyote Crest Wind Park. Our comments are exclusively on the Avian and Bat
Protection Plan which is an appendix of the DEIS.

The proposed Coyote Crest Wind Park occurs in Lewis County, Grays Harbor County, and
Pacific County, with the majority on lands owned by Weyerhacuser in Pacific County, and a
lesser amount on lands managed by the Washington State Department of Natural Resources.

The proposed project consists of 47 wind turbines with a nameplate capacity for the wind park of
118 megawatts. In addition to the wind turbines, development would include an access road
system, electrical collection lines, an on-site substation, an operation and mainienance facility,
and a 115 kilovolt transmission line.

We want to acknowledge the positive coordination and information sharing we have had with
Everpower on the proposed project. My staff has attended on-site field trips with Everpower,
most recently on June 17, 2010. Everpower has also met with us on several occasions to discuss
the project.

Everpower contracted habitat mapping and bird and bat surveys to get an understanding of the
habitats and the bird and bat species present at the project site. Surveys were conducted for two
species listed under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), northern spotted owl (Strix occidentalis
cauring) and marbled murrelet (Brachyramphus marmoratus). No spotted owls were
documented from one year of survey effort. Radar surveys documented marbled murrelets flying
over the proposed project site.
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Marbled murrelet surveys were conducted in 2008 and 2009. A total of 26 marbled murrelets
was documented in 2008 and 5 were documented in 2009. Only three marbled murrelet flight
heights were determined over the course of the 2 year study. Along with the marbled murrelet
data collected at this site, and from biological information from other sites, mortality estimates
from collision with the turbines were modeled for the project. The modeled estimated annual
collision rates without curtailment were 0 .03-0,05 murrelets/year assuming 99 percent
avoidance of turbines, 0.14-0.27 murrelets/year assuming 95 percent avoidance, and .29-.54
murrelets/year assuming 90 percent avoidance. With Everpower’s proposed curtailment during
June and July this collision estimate is reduced by approximately 37 percent.

While we have recommended to Everpower that additional curtailment be implemented to
further reduce risks of murrelet collisions, we understand that Everpower is willing to manage
the risks associated with the proposed curtailment, We recommend that the revised avian and bat
protection plan be included as a county special use permit condition. We are willing to assist

Bverpower and Lewis County in developing Everpower’s proposed research program {0 gather
more site-specific information on marbled murrelet use of the area.

We are aware that Everpower, with our technical assistance, will be negotiating road access and
turbine pad leases with the Washington Department of Natural Resources sometime in the future.
We are flagging these issues so there would be o misunderstanding that agreements have not
been reached on the terms and conditions of these leases.

We acknowledge that other curtailment strategies might also be appropriate under specific
monitoring and adaptive management approaches. Thank you for considering our comments.. If
you have any questions, please call Jim Michaels at (360} 753-7767.

Sincerely,

S | Pectack

/4 Ken S. Berg, Manager
Washington Fish and Wildlife Office

ce:

Everpower, Portland, OR (D. McClain)
Stoel Rives, Portland, OR (B. Craig)
WADNR, Olympia, WA (M. Metcalf)
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