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Estrella cheese products removed from sale
Chehalis, WA – Estrella Family Creamery was recently involved in a federal seizure of all cheese products at their Montesano, Washington production facility.  Over the last several months testing showed the persistent presence of a pathogen, Listeria monocytogenes, in Estrella’s cheese products and facilities.  The pathogen can cause the illness listeriosis which can be life threatening for the aged, infirm, very young or immune compromised individuals.  The pathogen can be especially dangerous for pregnant women.

Dr. Rachel Wood, Health Officer for Lewis County Public Health and Social Services comments, “To our knowledge none of these products have been sold in Lewis County. However, we want to ensure that this information is widely distributed to our residents who may have purchased these products elsewhere.”  While there was not an official recall of these products, they are considered an unapproved source. Estrella cheeses are sold at many farmers’ markets (University, Ballard, Tacoma, etc.), and were distributed and sold in the following retail stores: Beecher's Handmade Cheese, DeLaurenti, Whole Foods, Madison Market and The Cheese Cellar. 

Dr. Wood continues, “The health and safety of our residents is of utmost importance to Lewis County Public Health and Social Services.  We encourage all consumers to purchase their food and beverage products from inspected and approved sources.”
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