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Lewis County Health Department Re-Opens Wallace Pond

Chehalis, WA – The lake at South County Park, also known as Wallace Pond, has been re-opened to all recreational use, including swimming and fishing.  The pond closed in July due to high levels of toxic algae in the water.   Sue Kennedy, Lewis County Environmental Health Specialist, announced the re-opening today.  County residents are encouraged to enjoy using the pond again, and may eat the fish that they catch if desired.  

The closure in July became necessary after a ‘bloom’ of algae was noticed by Lewis County Health Department staff.  A mass of algae in a body of water is called a bloom.  This bloom was tentatively identified as blue-green algae. These algae form in shallow, warm, slow moving water and are made up of cells that can produce poisons, called cyanobacterial toxins. The toxins, if present, can be absorbed from the water by ingestion or can become airborne and be absorbed by inhalation. Individuals should avoid swimming and other water-related activities in areas with dense blooms.

According to Kennedy, blooms containing even one species of toxic cyanobacteria may be poisonous and potentially dangerous. Because there's no obvious way to tell if a particular bloom is toxic, samples have to be analyzed in a laboratory before a body of water can be declared safe. All cyanobacterial blooms are potentially toxic, so it is always best to stay away from contaminated water until it has been tested and declared safe. Even after the bloom is gone, the toxins can remain in the water.  The recent tests revealed that the toxins have returned to safe levels.

County staff will be removing posted signs in the swimming areas, and boating/fishing docks.  The park continues to be a wonderful place for picnicking, volleyball and other sports.   The well supplying the water in the park restroom was never affected and the restrooms remain available for use.  
For more information, county residents can call the Health Department at (360) 740-1222. 
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