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H1N1 FluMist Vaccine Will Soon Be Available
Lewis County waits for the arrival of one form of the H1N1 vaccine 
Chehalis, WA – The Washington State Department of Health will soon know more specifics about the number of H1N1 vaccines they will be receiving.  The first shipment for Lewis County is estimated to be around 800 doses and is expected sometime in mid October.  Although this seems like a small amount, additional doses in the following weeks will provide more than enough vaccine for all people in the priority populations (pregnant women, children and adults ages 6 months to 24 years, caregivers for infants less than 6 months of age, medical providers and first responders, and adults ages 25-64 with chronic medical conditions).  
The initial vaccine doses will be in the form of FluMist, which is a nasal spray rather than the traditional needle injection.  FluMist is a live attenuated influenza vaccine (LAIV) and does not contain Thimerosal.  Attenuated means that the influenza viruses used to make LAIV have been weakened and cannot cause illness.  Only healthy, non-pregnant people 2 through 49 years of age without any chronic health conditions can receive the FluMist. This limitation led Lewis County Public Health Director, Danette York, to decide that the initial installment of FluMist will be distributed to the pediatric clinics in Lewis County.  Within one to two weeks of the initial shipment, additional forms of the vaccine will be available for all vaccine providers in the county.  Appropriate forms of the vaccine will be available for all members in the priority groups within the next three to four weeks.
Ms. York clarifies by saying, “In order to ensure the most efficient use of our vaccine allotment, Lewis County is working to get the vaccine into the hands of our pediatric providers as early as possible.  As quickly as other vaccine doses are made available, we will work to ensure that all priority groups can access the vaccine through other providers in the community, our own clinic at the health department, and even some school-based clinics.  We hope to make the vaccination process as easy as possible for our community providers and our residents. ”

Lewis County Public Health continues to partner within the community to make plans for vaccination clinics.  Eventually, as H1N1 vaccine supplies continue to become available, it is anticipated that anyone who wants to receive the H1N1 vaccine will be able to receive it – regardless of priority group status. 
For regular updates and more information about the coming flu season, visit: www.cdc.gov, www.doh.wa.gov, www.flu.gov, or www.lewiscountywa.gov/publichealth. 
###
-More-


